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PLEASE NOTE:  Full Resolutions are attached following minutes

MINUTES
Herkimer County Legislature
Second Quarter – First Day
Wednesday, April 13, 2016

2:00 p.m.

The Second Quarterly Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by
Chairman Bernard Peplinski, Sr. at 2:00 p. m.

Chairman Peplinski called on Brynn Shepardson a 3rd Grader from Benton Hall
Academy, Little Falls School, and Aiden Davies, a 4th Grader from Dolgeville Elementary
School, to lead the Legislature in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and
present.

Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll:

Present: Malta, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno,
Smith, Bono, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (15).

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if
there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of March 16, 2016. There were none,
and the Chairman ordered them approved.

Chairman Peplinski dispensed with the Regular Session to allow for a presentation and
called upon Legislator John Brezinski to make the introductions. Mr. Brezinski first asked for a
moment of silence in honor of the 7 astronauts, including Gregory B. Jarvis of Mohawk, who
died in the Shuttle Challenger disaster thirty years ago. Legislator Brezinski then introduced
Frankfort native Scott Wilson, Engineer and Production Manager for NASA’s Orion Program,
Lee Morin, NASA Astronaut, and Debbie Sharp, Orion Communications with the NASA
Johnson Space Center. Mr. Wilson first thanked Legislator Brezinski, Chairman Peplinski and
County Administrator Wallace for extending the invitation for them to come before the County
Legislature.  He also thanked Mayor Leonard of Ilion, Mayor Lyon of Dolgeville and Mayor
Blask of Little Falls for their attendance.  He stated that Herkimer County has a long history of
support for the space program, going back to Gregory Jarvis of Mohawk and including others
like Herkimer native Mike Sarafin, who is mission manager for the exploration project, and Joe
Farley, also a Frankfort native, who works for a contractor at the Kennedy Space Center that
helped to build the International Space Station. He recognized John Piseck, of CTM Corporation,
whose company in Frankfort builds things that are 230 million miles away from us on Mars. Mr.
Wilson stated that during the morning they were sharing their experiences with over 500 students
at both Frankfort Jr./Sr. High School and the Gregory B. Jarvis Middle School in Mohawk.
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Their goal was to inspire and encourage students to pursue careers in science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM), adding that the students were very enthusiastic and asked many
interesting questions. Mr. Wilson gave a presentation on Orion, scheduled for launch in 2018
from the Kennedy Space Center, which is NASA’s new Space Launch System, and will be the
most powerful rocket ever built and will enable astronauts in the Orion spacecraft to travel
deeper into the solar system than ever before. Mr. Wilson then introduced Lee Morin, a veteran
NASA Astronaut since April 1996. Astronaut Morin shared some of his experiences during his
over 250 hours, both in space shuttles and doing space walks.  He gave a very detailed
description of what it felt like to be in the space rocket during the launch process. Astronaut
Morin concluded by saying that it is important for our youth to start learning technology at a
very early age. Mr. Brezinski called on Nicholas Peretti a student from Rome, New York, who
was invited to attend this presentation due to his passion and interest in pursuing a career in the
space program. Mr. Brezinski then recognized Nancy Wilson to announce the winners of the
NASA Art Contest for elementary students which was entitled “Journey to Mars – My Trip to
Space”. The two winners were Brynn Shepardson, a third grader from Benton Hall Academy in
Little Falls and Aiden Davies a fourth grader from Dolgeville Elementary School, and their
artwork will be on display at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. Scott Wilson presented a
citation plaque to Chairman Peplinski and Legislator Brezinski for the citizens of Herkimer
County on behalf of the many men and women who were educated in Herkimer County and have
gone on to be a part of the NASA space program.  The plaque was in recognition of Herkimer
County’s long standing support and many contributions to the workforce of the NASA Space
program. John Piseck from CTM Corporation in Frankfort was called on.  He described his
company’s involvement in the design of the scoop that was made for the Mars Land Rover
Project and several other NASA projects his company worked on. Legislator Brezinski thanked
the NASA team for attending the session and for their presentation and in closing stated that we
should remember “it’s all about the kids”.

Pursuant to Rule 11, Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. There
were no comments.

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the
committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of
the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication. There were no requests.

No. 112 – A communication was received from the Family of Nancy Kinville expressing thanks
for expression of sympathy.  Placed on file.

No. 113 – A communication was received from Donald Bronson submitting his resignation from
the Ethics Board.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No 114 – A communication was received from the Senior Vice President for Administration and
Finance at HCCC requesting approval of a contract for an architect for the Campus Master Plan
Update. Referred to the Committee on Education and the Committee on Ways and Means.
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No. 115 – A communication was received from the Employment and Training Director
requesting extension of Office Space Permit Agreement with Bassett Medical Center.  Referred
to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 116 – A communication was received from Senator Seward acknowledging receipt of
resolution.  Placed on file.

No. 117 – A communication was received from the U.S. Department of the Interior advising of
nomination of the Barge Canal for designation as a National Historic Landmark.  Placed on file.

No. 118 – A communication was received from the Director of Real Property Tax Services
requesting amendment of agreement for assessment services for the Town of Danube.  Referred
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 119 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer recommending award of a
contract with Mid-State Communications for McCauley Mountain Communications Tower.
Referred to the Committee on Public Safety and Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means.

No. 120 – A communication was received from the Director of Emergency Services requesting
an agreement for soil testing and stamped drawings in connection with the McCauley Tower Site
in the Town of Webb. Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and
the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 121 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting contract
for consultant in connection with Maternal Child Health Booster Grant. Referred to the
Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 122 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer concerning contract for
purpose of collecting unpaid DWI fines by debit or credit card.  Referred to the Committee on
Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 123 – A communication was received from the District Attorney requesting contract with
GovPayNet for collecting unpaid DWI fines by debit or credit card. Referred to the Committee
on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 124 – A communication was received from the Director of Probation requesting approval of
Alternatives to Incarceration Plan Contracts.  Referred to the Committee on Public
Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 125 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for
transfer of funds.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 126 – A communication was received from the Chairman of the Legislature appointing
Debbie Smith to serve on Mohawk Valley Community Action Agency.  Placed on file.
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No. 127 – A communication was received from the Herkimer County IDA submitting Financial
Statements for 2014 and 2015.  Placed on file.

No. 128 – A communication was received from NYSAC acknowledging receipt of resolutions.
Placed on file.

No. 129 – A communication was received from the County Highway Superintendent submitting
the 2015 Annual Report.  Referred to the Committee on Highways.

No. 130 – A communication was received from the Town of Manheim expressing opposition to
recent proposal from Village of Herkimer concerning placement of new county correctional
facility.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety and Emergency Management.

No. 131 – A communication was received from the Town of Schuyler expressing opposition to
recent proposal from Village of Herkimer concerning placement of new county correctional
facility.  Referred to Committee on Public Safety and Emergency Management.

No. 132 – A communication was received from the County Auditor advising of approval of
corrected tax application for month of February.  Placed on file.

No. 133 – A communication was received from the Sewer District advising of recommendation
to reappoint Richard Adams, Jr. to serve as representative of Village of Frankfort on the Sewer
Board.  Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources.

No. 134 – A communication was received from the Commissioners of Elections requesting
permission for attendance of voting machine maintenance technician at training class.  Referred
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 135 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting amendment of
Salary Schedule I in connection with mandated increase in salary for position of District
Attorney.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 136 – A communication was received from the Violet Festival Parade Directors extending
an invitation to county legislators to participate in parade to be held on June 11, 2016. Placed on
file.

No. 137 – A communication was received from ProAct, Inc. submitting prescription discount
card utilization report for March.  Placed on file.

No. 138 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting change
in action levels under the Lead Poison Prevention Program.  Referred to the Committee on
Human Resources.

No. 139 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer advising of sufficient funding
for an appropriation of funds in connection with mandated increase in salary of District Attorney.
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Referred to the Committee on Public Safety and Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means.

No. 140 – A communication was received from the Executive Director of the Herkimer County
IDA requesting funding for provision of fiber optic telecommunications infrastructure for
Frankfort 5S Business Park.  Referred to the Committee on County Planning and Development
and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 141 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer advising of sufficient funding
for an appropriation of funds in connection with Frankfort 5S Business Park.  Referred to the
Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 142 – A communication was received from the County Clerk requesting an extension of a
contract for an imaging system for the County Clerk’s Office.  Referred to the Committee on
Administration/Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on Ways and Means.

Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing Committees.
There were no reports.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Schrader, the following Consent Agenda
was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

Consent Agenda:
97 HIGHWAYS: Adopt Annual Report of County Highway Superintendent VOICE
98 NAT. RESOURCES:  Designating Member to Sewer Board VOICE
99 WAYS & MEANS:  Transferring funds VOICE

Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 100
sponsored by the Committee on Natural Resources setting Public Hearing on Open Enrollment
for Inclusion in an Agricultural District for 2016 was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice
vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 101
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety and Emergency Management and the Committee
on Ways and Means authorizing execution of Alternatives to Incarceration contracts was handed
up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:
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For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 102
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources authorizing change in Herkimer County
Public Health’s Lead Poison Prevention Program Action Level was handed up; voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 103
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means authorizing amendment of contract with Town
of Danube to provide assessment services was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 104
sponsored by the Committee on Education and the Committee on Ways and Means approving
agreement for architect for Campus Master Plan Update was handed up; was voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Wellington, seconded by Mr. Smith, Report and Resolution No. 105
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means amending Salary Schedule and authorizing an
appropriation in connection with the mandated salary increase for the position of District
Attorney was handed up discussion was held; was voted on and adopted by roll call:

For: Malta, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Smith,
Bono, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (15).

Against:  None. Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 106
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means authorizing contract in connection with McCauley Mountain Communications
Tower was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:
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For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Schrader, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 107
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means amending Resolution No. 306 authorizing
attendance at conferences during the year 2016 for the Commissioners of Elections Office was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 108
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
authorizing contract in connection with Health Foundation Grant was handed up; voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt , Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 109
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety and Emergency Management and the Committee
on Ways and Means authorizing contract for payment of unpaid DWI fines by credit or debit
card to the Herkimer County District Attorney’s Office was handed up; voted on and adopted by
voice vote:

For: Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Smith, Report and Resolution No. 110
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways
and Means authorizing Office Space Permit Agreement with Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital
d/b/a Bassett Medical Center at the Working Solutions Career Center was handed up; voted on
and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Malta, Report and Resolution No. 111
sponsored by the Committee on Administration/Veterans Affairs and the Committee on Ways
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and Means authorizing temporary extension of contract for Imaging System for County Clerk’s
Office was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Resolution No. 112 sponsored by the
Committee on Ways and Means amending Resolution No. 188 of 2014 as amended by
Resolution No. 332 of 2014, Resolution No. 163 of 2015 and Resolution No. 38 of 2016
approving Standard Workday and Retirement Reporting for Elected and Appointed Officials was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Smith, Resolution No. 113 sponsored by
the Committee on County Properties authorizing redemption of parcels taken under In Rem Tax
Foreclosure Procedures was handed up; was voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Smith,
Bono, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (15).

Against: None.

Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Bono, Resolution No. 114 sponsored by the
Committee on County Properties authorizing sale of property acquired by In Rem Tax
Foreclosure was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Smith,
Bono, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (15).

Against: None. Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Manno, Resolution No. 115 sponsored by the
Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means
authorizing authorizing funds to provide a fiber optic telecommunications infrastructure for the
Frankfort 5S South Business Park was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For:  Malta, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Smith,
Bono, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (15).

Against:  None. Absent: Markwardt, Ackerman (2).
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Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with
comments by legislators. The following legislators had comments:  Legislator Schrader,
Chairman Peplinski.

At 3:15 p.m., on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Wellington, the Legislature
adjourned to Wednesday, May 11, 2016 at 7:30 p.m., with a public hearing on the 2016 Open
Enrollment for Agricultural Districts at 7:15 p.m.

Carole L. LaLonde, Clerk














































