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PLEASE NOTE:  Full Resolutions are attached following minutes

MINUTES
Herkimer County Legislature
Second Quarter – Second Day

Wednesday, May 11, 2016
7:30 p.m.

Public Hearing

The Public Hearing on the Open Enrollment Period for 2016 for Inclusion in Agricultural
Districts was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Frederick Shaw, Chairman of the Committee on
Natural Resources.  The Clerk read the Notice.  Mr. Shaw then asked if there was anyone
wishing to speak on hearing.  There were no appearances, and the hearing was declared closed at
7:18 p.m.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Herkimer County Legislature will hold a Public
Hearing on the proposed modifications of Herkimer County Agricultural Districts # 2, #3 and #6.
The Public Hearing will be held on May 11, 2016 at 7:15 p.m. in the Herkimer County
Legislature Chambers in Herkimer, New York.

Seven landowners have submitted requests in 2016 for inclusion of predominantly viable
agricultural land within a certified agricultural district, and these requests have been filed with
the Herkimer County Legislature pursuant to Section 303-b of the NYS Agriculture and Markets
Law.  Four landowners have parcels located in the Town of Newport, which are part of or
adjacent to Agricultural District No 6; one landowner has parcels located in the Town of Danube,
which are part of or adjacent to Agricultural District No. 3 and two landowners have parcels in
the Towns of Columbia and German Flatts, which are part of or adjacent to Agricultural No. 2.

The public hearing shall be held to consider these landowners’ requests and the
recommendations of the Herkimer County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board.

Dated at Herkimer, New York
April 29, 2016. Carole LaLonde, Clerk

Herkimer County Legislature

The Regular Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by
Chairman Bernard Peplinski, Sr. at 7:30 p. m.

Chairman Peplinski called on Edgar Scudder, to lead the Legislature in the Pledge of
Allegiance.
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Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and
present.

Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll:

Present: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler,
Brezinski, Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Absent: None.

Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if
there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of April 13, 2016. There were none, and
the Chairman ordered them approved.

Chairman Peplinski dispensed with the regular session to allow for the presentation of a
proclamation. Chairman Peplinski called on Legislator Robert Schrader to present the
proclamation.  Mr. Schrader read the proclamation which proclaimed May 13, 2016 as “Gracie
Schrader and Paige Klock Day” in Herkimer County in recognition of their being named to the
Central New York All Section Girls Volleyball Team.  He also gave recognition to the team and
Coach Kristin Guernsey for winning the Division II Center State Championship and also for
receiving the “Volleyball Team Sportsmanship Award”.

Chairman Peplinski then recognized Legislator Raymond Smith who presented a plaque
to Edgar Scudder, Director of Community Services, upon his retirement, in recognition of his
twenty-eight years of dedicated service to the residents of Herkimer County.

Chairman Peplinski then called Legislator Raymond Johnson to come forward to present
a proclamation. Mr. Johnson read the proclamation which proclaimed Thursday, May 12, 2016
as “Douglas ‘Charlie Miller’ Day” in Herkimer County in recognition of his dedicated service to
the veterans of Herkimer County.

Pursuant to Rule 11, Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. There
were no requests.

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the
committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of
the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication. There were no requests.

No. 143 – A communication was received from the Recording Officer and County Treasurer
submitting Semi-Annual Mortgage Tax Report.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 144 – A communication was received from the Sheriff submitting the Annual Report of the
Sheriff’s Department for 2015.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety and Emergency
Management.
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No 145 – A communication was received from the Director of Community Services requesting a
staffing change in the Mental Health Services Department.  Referred to the Committee on
Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 146 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting a budget
amendment in connection with Sewer Feasibility Study at Schuyler Business Park.  Referred to
the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 147 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer submitting
recommendation for appointment of Director of Community Services.  Referred to the
Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 148 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting approval of contract in connection with New York State Department of
Transportation 5310 Grant for purchase of new van.  Referred to the Committee on Human
Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 149 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for
transfer of funds in connection with 5310 Grant from the New York State DOT for van for
Office for Aging.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways
and Means.

No. 150 – A communication was received from the Building Maintenance Foreman requesting a
staffing change.  Referred to the Committee on County Properties and the Committee on Ways
and Means.

No. 151 – A communication was received the Budget Officer requesting adjustment in petty cash
accounts in various county departments.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 152 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting recommendation
for award of bus service to Old Forge for Herkimer County Youth Bureau.  Referred to the
Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Human Resources.

No. 153 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting recommendation
for award of two trucks for Highway Department.  Referred to the Committee on Highways.

No. 154 – A communication was received from the Office of County Attorney submitting report
of threatened or pending litigation for 2015.  Placed on file.

No. 155 – A communication was received from the STOP-DWI Coordinator submitting
recommendations for appointments/reappointments to STOP-DWI Board.  Referred to the
Committee for Public Safety/Emergency Management.

No. 156 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for budget
amendment in connection with COLA reimbursement for Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention
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Grant.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and
Means.

No. 157 – A communication was received from the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority
submitting draft requests for proposals.  Placed on file.

No. 158 – A communication was received from the New York State Association of Counties
advising of availability of financing of certain local projects in the 2016-17 State Budget.  Placed
on file.

No. 159 – A communication was received from Senator Seward acknowledging receipt of
resolution to increase community college base aid.  Placed on file.

No. 160 – A communication was received from Senator Seward advising of cosponsoring of
legislation to provide percent state aid increase in district attorneys’ salaries.  Placed on file.

No. 161 – A communication was received from Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority
submitting 2015 Annual Report.  Placed on file.

No. 162 – A communication was received from the Farmland Protection Board recommending
properties listed for the Open Enrollment Period be added to existing agricultural districts.
Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources.

No. 163 – A communication was received from Edgar Scudder submitting his retirement as
Director of Community Services effective May 28, 2016.  Referred to the Committee on Human
Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 164 - A communication was received from Douglas C. Miller submitting his resignation as
Director of the Herkimer County Veterans’ Service Agency.  Referred to the Committee on
Administration/Veterans’ Affairs.

No. 165 – A communication was received from Capital District OTB submitting audited
financial statements for years 2014 and 2015 and financial statement for March 2016.  Placed on
file.

No. 166 – A communication was received from Tectonic Practical Solutions concerning 2015
New York State HOME LPA Program.  Placed on file.

No. 167 – A communication was received from the Director of Information Services requesting
contract for provision of new County Wide Telephone System.  Referred to the Committee on
Information Services and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 168 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting transfer of funds
in connection with new County Wide Telephone System.  Referred to the Committee on
Information Services and the Committee on Ways and Means.
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Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing Committees.
There were no reports.

Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Manno, Report and Resolution No. 116
sponsored by the Committee on Natural Resources to provide that the additions to existing
Agricultural Districts for the year 2016 pursuant to Section 303-b of the Agriculture and Markets
Law is in compliance with the provisions of the New York State Environmental Quality Review
Act was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 117
sponsored by the Committee on Natural Resources approving additions to existing agricultural
districts for the year 2016.

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Brezinski, Report and Resolution No. 118
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management approving annual report
for Sheriff was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 119
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management as regards membership
of the STOP-DWI Advisory Board was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 120 sponsored
by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means amending
budget in connection with additional cost of living funding adjustment for Childhood Lead
Poisoning Prevention Program was handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:
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For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Wellington, Report and Resolution No. 121
sponsored by the Committee on County Properties and the Committee on Ways and Means
approving staffing change in County Buildings was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call
vote:

For: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski,
Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 122
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means in
connection with receipt of State Department of Transportation funding for van for Office for
Aging and transferring funds was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Weakley, seconded by Mr. Brezinski, Report and Resolution No. 123
sponsored by the Committee on Highways awarding bid for purchase of equipment for Highway
Department was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Weakley, seconded by Mr. Brezinski, Report and Resolution No. 124
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means apportioning mortgage tax was handed up;
voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski,
Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Markwardt, seconded by Mr. Russell, Report and Resolution No. 125
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
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approving staffing change in Mental Health Services was handed up; was voted on and adopted
by roll call vote:

For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski,
Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 126
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means regarding petty cash accounts was handed up;
discussion was held; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 127
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means amending budget in connection with GHD
Consulting contract for Sewer Feasibility Study was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice
vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Markwardt, Report and Resolution No. 128
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
appointing Director of Community Services was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 129
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways
and Means awarding bid for bus service for Old Forge Transportation Program for the 2016
Summer Youth Employment Program was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.
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On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Russell, Resolution No. 130 sponsored by
the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs supporting NYS Senate Bill No. S4964A
and NYS Assembly Bill No. A8201 which would increase the counties’ share of the Department
of Motor Vehicles Revenue was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Wellington, Resolution No. 131 sponsored by
the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs calling on State of New York to fully
reimburse counties for mandated district attorney salary increases was handed up; voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Resolution No. 132 sponsored by the
Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs calling on the State of New York to reimburse
counties for mandated costs for changing eligibility levels for Indigent Defense Services was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Russell, Resolution No. 133 sponsored by
the Committee on Ways and Means authorizing execution of amendment to Sales Tax
Agreement with City of Little was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with
comments by legislators. The following legislators had comments:  Legislator Manno, Legislator
Smith, Legislator Brezinski, Legislator Johnson.

At 8:05 p.m., on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Wellington, the Legislature
adjourned to Wednesday, June 8, 2016 at 7:30 p.m.

Carole L. LaLonde, Clerk




















































