
Herkimer County Newslet ter  

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Mental Health Visits 2 

Legislative Meeting 2 

Italian Heritage Month 3 

HCCC 
4,5 

17 

Office for the Aging 6-9 

Working Solutions 10-14 

Highway Department 11,12 

Board of Elections 14 

STOP DWI 15 

County Treasurer 15 

Proclamation Presentation 16 

OCTOBER ,  NOVEMBER ,  DECEMBER  2022 

 
H E R K I M E R  C O U N T Y  A P P O I N T S  N E W  

C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  D I R E C T O R  

Deborah Kessler has been 

named the new Community Devel-
opment Director for the county. 

The creation of a Community Devel-
opment Strategic Plan for Herkimer 
County begun when the Community 
Foundation of Herkimer and Oneida 
Counties, Herkimer County govern-
ment, the Herkimer County Industri-
al Development Agency and county 
municipalities teamed up to sponsor 
a project to foster a shared vision for 
a prosperous future for Herkimer 
County.  

During the creation of this plan, it 
became clear that, when it comes to 
innovative approaches, civic life and 
community development, it is hap-
pening in Herkimer County!  Thus 
the title of the project was born. 

Kessler’s responsibilities are to work 
to implement the Herkimer County 
Community Development Strategy.  
This will involve supporting and 
fostering initiatives to improve the 

quality of life. Kessler will spend 
time within the communities’ of 
Herkimer County getting to know 
each one’s issues, opportunities 
and important initiatives, in addi-
tion to work with members of the 
community and others on im-
portant community priorities.  

“Herkimer County has great 
potential, many assets, and a rich 
history. We’re here to find out 
what’s working well in our coun-
ty, where we need do better, and 
how we can break down silos and 
work together. I am looking for-
ward to working with the com-
munities of Herkimer County to 
discover, connect and benefit 
from the creative energies and 
ideas found throughout this re-
markable area.” said Kessler.  

D E B O R A H  K E S S L E R  
C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  D I R E C T O R  

Kessler is no stranger to com-
munity involvement.  She 
serves on the following board 
of directors; Central Associa-
tion for the Blind & Visually 
Impaired, Empowered Path-
ways, and the Herkimer Cham-
ber of Commerce Board of 
Directors.  

She also works part-time as an 
entrepreneur by operating her 
own promotions, consulting 
and marketing company. 

Kessler has a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Public Relations from 
the former Utica College and 
lives in Poland with her hus-
band, Ward.  She has two chil-
dren: Brianna (Corey) and 
Adam (Faith) and three grand-
daughters.  

 

 

 

Kessler can be reached at: 

 

Deborah Kessler                       
Herkimer County Community   

Development Director 

109 Mary Street Suite 1318 

Herkimer, NY 13350 

dkessler@herkimercounty.org*     

www.itshappeninginherkimer.org 

(C)315-983-1383  

*(O)315-867-1379 

 

mailto:dkessler@herkimercounty.org*
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F R O M  H E R K I M E R  C O U N T Y  L E G I S L A T U R E  
Q U A R T E R L Y  M E E T I N G  1 0 / 5 / 2 2 :  

 October 10—Columbus Day 

 November 8 – Election Day 

 November 11—Veterans’ Day 

 November 24—Thanksgiving 

Day 

 November 25—Day after 

Thanksgiving 

 December 26—Christmas 

Day 

 

*Highway and Deputy Sherriff’s 

Association Employees excluded  

M E N T A L  H E A L T H  V I S I T S   

Upcoming  2022 Legislature  

Meeting Dates: 
Be sure to check our website at a later 

date for 2023 meeting dates and times,. 

October 5  - 2:00 p.m. 

October 26—7:00 p.m. 

November 16—7:00 p.m. 

December 14—7:00 p.m. 

All meetings are held in the  

Legislature Chambers 

109 Mary Street 

Herkimer, NY 13350 

Check our website for  

Meeting minutes at 

www.herkimercounty.org 

County Office Building 

Winter Hours 

8:00AM—4:30PM 

September 6, 2022 to May 26, 

2023. 

Civil Service Exams: 

 October 1 

 October 22 

 November 5 

 December 10 

Please visit 

www.herkimercounty.org and 

click on “Civil Service Exams” 

for more information!  

Mental Health Clinic Visits 

Jun. – 725 

(52% tele-

health and 

48% in of-

fice) 

Jul. – 622 

(48% tele-

health and 

52% in of-

fice) 

Aug. - 715 

(46% tele-

health and 

54% in of-

fice) 

Mental Health Jail Visits 

Jun. – 41 Jul. – 47 Aug.— 62 

Legal Holidays, All Herkimer 

County Offices will be closed: 

WHEREAS,    Domestic violence is a crime and deep rooted societal problem with enormous and  

                         tragic consequences  for abused individuals, children and families; and  

 

WHEREAS,    Domestic violence is abusive behavior - a pattern of coercive tactics which can  

                         include physical, psychological, sexual, economic and emotional abuse perpetrated  

                         by one person against a family or household member, with the goal of establishing  

                         and maintaining power and control over the victim; and  

 

WHEREAS,     Domestic violence takes many different forms and includes behaviors such as  

                          threats, name calling, preventing contact with family or friends, withholding  

                          money, actual or threatened physical harm and sexual assault; and 

 

WHEREAS,     Each year in New York State, our police receive over 400,000 calls to help victims of  

                         domestic violence, more than 15,000 individuals stay in emergency shelters each year  

                         and there were 137 intimate partner homicides in the State, the vast majority of them  

                         women; and   

 

WHEREAS, Domestic violence awareness month provides the unique opportunity for Shine the  
  Light on Domestic Violence and Turn New York State Purple; Now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED,   That I, VINCENT J. BONO, Chairman of the Herkimer County Legislature, do deem 

  it fitting and appropriate to proclaim, October 2022 as “Domestic Violence  

  Awareness Month” in Herkimer County and urge the residents of the County to join 

  in recognition. 

 

Dated:  October 5, 2022.   Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the  

     County of Herkimer, New York, in the Year of  

     Our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-Two.  

 

 

 

     __________________________________ 

PROCLAMATION 

 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
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F R O M  H E R K I M E R  C O U N T Y  L E G I S L A T U R E :  

October , November,  December 2022  

 

 

WHEREAS,  The United States is named for the Italian explorer and geographer, Amerigo  

   Vespucci; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Over 5.4 million Italians immigrated to the United States between 1820 and 1992. 

   Today, there are over 26 million Americans of Italian descent in the United States; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Italian Heritage Month exists to celebrate the rich history, traditions, culture and 

   abundant contributions of the Italian people; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Herkimer County, New York is home to 10,312 Italian-Americans,16.7% of its overall 

   population; and  
 

WHEREAS,  Herkimer County recognizes the enrichment provided by the many Americans of Italian 

   descent among our population and throughout our great country; Now, Therefore, be it  
 

RESOLVED,  That I, VINCENT J. BONO, do deem it fitting and appropriate to proclaim the entirety 

   of October 2022 as “Italian Heritage Month” in Herkimer County and urge the 

   residents of the County to join in the celebration. 
 

Dated:  October 5, 2022. Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the County of Herkimer,  

    New York, in the Year of Our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-Two.  

 

 

 

    ______________________________ 

    Vincent J. Bono, Chairman 

    Herkimer County Legislature 

PROCLAMATION 

Italian Heritage Month 
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F R O M  H E R K I M E R  C O U N T Y  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E :  

Herkimer College to host Fall Open House 
 
Prospective students and parents are invited to a Fall Open House 
at Herkimer College. Visiting campus is one of the best ways to 
learn about the college and discover if it’s the right fit for you. Fall 
Open House will take place Saturday, October 22 from 10 a.m. to 
noon in the Robert McLaughlin College Center. The event will fea-
ture faculty meet and greets, campus tours, and information about 
academic programs, support services, financial aid, on-campus 
housing, athletics, and campus life. To register for Fall Open House, 
visit www.herkimer.edu/openhouse. Walk-ins are also welcome.  

New Micro-credential in 
Supply Chain Management 

Herkimer College is offering a 
Fundamentals of Supply Chain 
Management micro-credential 

online course. This program 
includes 180 hours of training 
in supply chain management, 
inventory control, warehouse 

management, ad organization-
al behavior. Students who 

complete this program may 
opt to continue their studies in 
the associate degree program 
in Supply Chain Management.  

For more information about 
this program, contact Associ-

ate Dean William McDonald at 
mcdonalwh@herkimer.edu or 

visit www.herkimer.edu/
supply-chain. 

http://www.herkimer.edu/openhouse
mailto:mcdonalwh@herkimer.edu
file:///C:/Users/ruffingrj/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/7DQ57W4Z/www.herkimer.edu/supply-chain
file:///C:/Users/ruffingrj/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/7DQ57W4Z/www.herkimer.edu/supply-chain
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Congrats to the Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2022! 

Five individuals and two teams were inducted into Herkimer College’s Athletic Hall of Fame on Friday, September 30th. This was the 
fifth class to be inducted. The honoree is reserved for former players, coaches, contributors and teams who have made significant 
contributions to the success of the College through intercollegiate competition.  

The 2022 class includes: Kenneth Black (basketball), Wendall Williams ’14 (track & field/basketball), Victoria Campanian ’15 (cross 
country/track & field), Dani Nicosia ’15 (women’s soccer), Jimmy Smith ’87 (basketball), Gino Barbuto ’86 (contributor), Hank Tes-
ta ’77 (baseball and basketball coach), the 2013 Herkimer College Softball Team, and the 1992 Herkimer College Men’s Lacrosse 
Team. 

For details, and to view photos and a video from the induction ceremony, visit www.herkimergenerals.com/ahof.  

http://www.herkimergenerals.com/ahof
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F R O M  O F F I C E  F O R  T H E  A G I N G :  
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A G I N G  C O N T ’ D :  



A G I N G  C O N T ’ D :  
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A G I N G  C O N T ’ D :  

October , November,  December 2022  
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F R O M  H E R K I M E R  C O U N T Y  W O R K I N G  S O L U T I O N S :  
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W O R K I N G  S O L U T I O N S  C O N T ’ D  

October , November,  December 2022  



W O R K I N G  S O L U T I O N S  C O N T ’ D :  
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W O R K I N G  S O L U T I O N S  C O N T ’ D :  

October , November,  December 2022  



W O R K I N G  S O L U T I O N S  C O N T ’ D :  
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F R O M  H E R K I M E R  C O U N T Y  B O A R D  O F  E L E C T I O N S :  

From The Office of  

Herkimer County Board of Elections 
109 MARY ST. SUITE 1306 
HERKIMER, NY 13350-2920 
Telephone: (315)-867-1102  Fax: (315)-867-1106 

 

Early voting begins on October 29th –November 6th at Benton Hall Academy in Little Falls.  

Hours for early voting are 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. with the exceptions of Tuesday, November 
1st and Wednesday November 2, 2022, when hours will be 12:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  

 

Election Day is November 8th from 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.  

 

The Herkimer County Board of Elections will be taking referrals for poll site workers for the 
2023 election cycle.  If interested please contact the Board of Elections for more information 

by phone at 315-867-1102. 
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F R O M  H E R K I M E R  C O U N T Y  S T O P - DW I :  

October , November,  December 2022  

DID YOU KNOW??? 
 

AUTOMATION VERSUS HANDS-ON – WHICH WILL YOU CHOOSE? 
 

Drivers are facing rapidly changing technology in our vehicles that are steps toward autonomous vehicles 

that will drive themselves, without requiring participation from the driver. But do drivers really want as much tech-

nology as possible or do they still want hands-on control of their vehicle? 

To help answer this question, the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) researchers conducted a 

nationwide survey of more than 1,000 drivers that focused on three common features: lane centering, automated 

lane changing and driver monitoring. 

Most partial automation systems are designed to assist with highway driving. Lane centering continuously 

adjusts the steering to keep the vehicle in the middle of the travel lane, while adaptive cruise control manages the 

vehicle’s speed and distance from vehicles ahead. Some systems also have an automated lane changing feature, 

which enables the vehicle to change lanes without the driver needing to steer. 

The IIHS survey showed that consumer interest in these technologies is strong, but drivers appear to pre-

fer partially automated features that require them to stay engaged in driving, according to Alexandra Mueller, the 

survey’s primary designer. 

For example, lane centering and automated lane changing come in “hands-free” versions that allow driv-

ers to take their hands off the steering wheel under certain conditions and “hands-on” versions that require their 

hands always be on the wheel. More drivers said they would prefer the hands-on version of the features. 

Similarly, some versions of automated lane changing give the driver more control than others. With driver-

initiated versions, the driver must physically trigger each lane change. With vehicle-initiated versions, the vehicle 

software determines when to initiate lane changes on its own and does not require the driver to do anything to 

begin the maneuver. Drivers overwhelmingly preferred the feature to be driver-initiated, according to the IIHS sur-

vey. 

The survey also showed a high level of acceptance of several types of driver monitoring, a fundamental 

component of the safeguard ratings that IIHS is developing for partial automation systems. Regardless of whether 

the feature in question allowed hands-free operation or required the driver’s hands to remain on the wheel, most 

drivers said they would be comfortable with all three driver-monitoring strategies covered in the survey — sensors on 

the steering wheel, a camera tracking what the driver is doing with their hands, or a camera aimed at their face 

tracking where they are looking. 

“The drivers who were the most comfortable with all types of driver monitoring tended to say they would 

feel safer knowing that the vehicle was monitoring them to ensure they were using the feature properly,” says 

Mueller. “That suggests that communicating the safety rationale for monitoring may help to ease consumers’ con-

cerns about privacy or other objections.” 

So how do you feel as a driver – would you want as much automation as possible or do you still want to be 

in control with hands-on driving? According to Mueller, it appears that partially automated features that 

require the driver’s hands to be on the wheel are closer to one-size-fits-all than hands-free designs. 

This article was made available through the Herkimer County STOP-DWI Program with permis-

sion of the Franklin County Traffic Safety Board. 

F R O M  H E R K I M E R  C O U N T Y  T R E A S U R E R :  

Herkimer County is holding the 2019 IN REM Land Auction on Saturday, October 29, 2022 at the 
Herkimer High School, 801 W. German St, Herkimer, NY 13350, beginning at 11:00 a.m.   

There are currently 67 parcels that will be offered for sale, county-wide.  Brochures will be available at 
the Treasurer's Office, 109 Mary St Suite #2419, Herkimer, NY 13350. 

Please visit the County website at www.herkimercounty.org for more information, where the link to 
the AuctionbyKnapp website is offered .   
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WHEREAS, Hank Testa is an alumnus of Herkimer College, where he played baseball for coach and Hall of Fame member Jack Alofs,  

  graduating in 1977, and has since served the College in various capacities, as faculty, in administration, and with coaching, 

  for the last 43 years; and 

 

WHEREAS, Hank was the men’s baseball coach from 1995-2005, earning Region III Coach of the Year and Mountain Valley Conference
  Coach of the Year honors during that time; and 

WHEREAS, Hank was an assistant and associate head coach for men’s basketball from 2004 to 2022, and helped to aid the 2019 
  basketball team to a national championship victory; and 

WHEREAS, upon Hank’s retirement from Herkimer College in 2014, he was recognized with the honorable title of Associate Dean 
  Emeritus, in addition to having received the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Professional Service in 1990 and Mohawk
  Valley College Educator of the Year Award from the Genesis Group in 2009; and 

WHEREAS, Hank is among the inductees of the fifth class to enter the Herkimer Generals Athletic Hall of  Fame, due to his significant
  coaching contributions to the success of the College; Now, Therefore, be it;  

RESOLVED, That I, VINCENT J. BONO, do deem it fitting and appropriate to proclaim Saturday, October 1, 2022, as “HANK 
  TESTA DAY” in Herkimer County and urge the residents of the County to join in the recognition of his contributions. 

 

Dated:  September 30, 2022.  Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the County of Herkimer,  

    New York, in the Year of Our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-Two. 

 

 

     __________________________________ 

     VINCENT J. BONO, Chairman 

     Herkimer County Legislature 

F R O M  H E R K I M E R  C O U N T Y  L E G I S L A T U R E :  

PROCLAMATION 

Pictured below: Legislator Johnson presents a proclamation to 
Hank Testa during the induction ceremony for Herkimer College’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame on Friday, September 30, 2022. 
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The Herkimer County Arts & Crafts Fair is back! 
 
 

 
 The Herkimer County Arts & Crafts Fair at Herkimer College will return on Saturday, November 12, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 

This long-established fine arts and crafts fair, presented by the Herkimer County College Founda-
tion, is one of the largest and well-respected in the region. The juried show is set to feature over 100 top arti-
sans showcasing their works including pottery, gourmet foods, wood working, textiles, weaving, jewelry, and 
more. 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic halted the popular event in 2020, but the Fair is back for its 44th run to the 

excitement and anticipation of many. 
 
“We are thrilled to announce the return of the Arts & Crafts Fair this fall. Not only is it a way to 

showcase the fine crafters and artisans of our region; but it also brings together various communities – from 
our students, faculty, and staff to friends and neighbors,” Herkimer College President Cathleen McColgin, 
Ph.D. shared. “All proceeds from the Fair benefit the Herkimer County College Foundation, so it is not only a 
wonderful way to usher in the holiday season, but it also helps the College secure resources to provide life-
changing opportunities for students.” 

 
The Arts & Crafts Fair is organized this year by Kessler Promotions, Inc., a well-established show 

promoter with a record of accomplishments and achievements as a successful promoter in Upstate New 
York.  


