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MINUTES
Herkimer County Legislature
Fourth Quarter – Third Day

Wednesday, November 15, 2017
7:30 p.m.

Public Hearing

The Public Hearing on Introductory Local Law No. 2 for 2017 was called to order at 7:03
p.m. by Patrick E. Russell, Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee. The Clerk read the
notice of the meeting. Mr. Russell then asked if there was anyone wishing to speak on the local
law. Mr. Russell called on Carl Streeter of 124 S. Third Ave., Ilion, NY who had signed up to
speak. With no other appearances, the hearing was declared closed at 7:12 p.m.

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that there has been presented to the County Legislature of
the County of Herkimer, State of New York, on the 25th day of October, 2017, Introductory
Local Law No. 2 for the year 2017 entitled, "A LOCAL LAW INCREASING THE SALARIES
OF SOME ELECTED COUNTY OFFICERS AND COUNTY OFFICERS APPOINTED FOR
A FIXED TERM DURING THEIR TERM OF OFFICE."

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the County Legislature of the County of Herkimer
will hold a public hearing on the aforesaid proposed Local Law, to be conducted by the
Committee on Ways and Means, at the Legislative Chambers in the County Office Building,
Herkimer, New York, on the 15th day of November, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at which time all persons
interested will be heard.

Dated: November 6, 2017.
By Order of the Herkimer County
Legislature

The Regular Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by
Chairman Bernard Peplinski at 7:35 p.m.

Chairman Peplinski called on Kathy Fox, Director of the Office for the Aging, to lead the
Legislature in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and
present.

Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll:

Present:  Malta, Schrader, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman,
Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Weakley (13).
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Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

Quorum present.

Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if
there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of October 25, 2017. There were none,
and the Chairman ordered them approved.

Pursuant to Rule 11 Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. (1) Carl
Streeter, 124 S. Third Ave., Ilion, N.Y.  Mr. Streeter commented on Introductory Local Law No.
2 for 2017.

Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing
Committees. Mr. Russell spoke about the Press Conference on the 2018 Budget and thanked all
that were involved.

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the
committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of
the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication. There were no requests.

No. 370 – A communication was received from NYMIR submitting appreciation for Snow and
Ice Course.  Placed on file.

No. 371 – A communication was received from the Canal Corporation submitting copy of letter
regarding Erie Canalway Trail.  Placed on file.

No. 372 – A communication was received from the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee
regarding recent STOP-DWI audit.  Placed on file.

No. 373 – A communication was received from The Solid Waste Authority submitting copy of
proposed budget for 2018.  Placed on file.

No. 374 – A communication was received from the Warren County Board of Supervisors
submitting copy of Resolution.  Placed on file.

No. 375 – A communication was received from the Town of Lewis submitting copy of
Resolution.  Placed on file.

No. 376 – A communication was received from the Herkimer County Soil and Water
Conservation District advising of Hydroseeding Program.  Placed on file.

No. 377 – A communication was received from the County Treasurer submitting revised report
of cancelled taxes.  Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.
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No. 378 – A communication was received from the Chairman of the Sewer Board submitting
assessment roll.  Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources and the Committee on Ways
& Means.

No. 379 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for
printing of tentative budget.  Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 380 – A communication was received from the Real Property Tax Director requesting
approval of assessment contracts.  Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 381 – A communication was received from the Frankfort Center Fire Department thanking
County for response.  Placed on file.

No. 382 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request to renew
insurance coverages for 2018.  Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 383 – A communication was received from the Director of Real Property requesting County
Auditor to process Refunds and Corrections for 2018, under $2,500. Referred to the Committee
on Ways & Means.

No. 384 – A communication was received from the Herkimer County Clerk submitting Mortgage
Tax Apportionment Report.  Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 385 – A communication was received from the County Treasurer submitting Mortgage Tax
Apportionment Report.  Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 386 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting contract renewal. Placed on file.

No. 387 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting contract renewal. Placed on file.

No. 388 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting acceptance of grant from the Community Foundation to establish Revenue Account
and amend budget.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on
Ways & Means.

No. 389 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting budget
amendment for OFA grant.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee
on Ways & Means.

No. 390 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting transfers of funds.
Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.
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No. 391 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer/Purchasing Agent advising of
Meals on Wheels bids.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on
Ways & Means.

No. 392 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging advising
of Meals on Wheels bid award for Newport, Middleville and Ohio areas.  Referred to the
Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 393 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging advising
of Meals on Wheels bid award for Old Forge area.  Referred to the Committee on Human
Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 394 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging advising
of Meals on Wheels bid award for Dolgeville and Little Falls areas.  Referred to the Committee
on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 395 – A communication was received from the Nicholas F. Laino, Senior VP for Admin. &
Finance, HCCC requesting approval of College Resolution for roof projects.  Referred to the
Committee on Education and the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 396 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting appropriation for
College roof project.  Referred to the Committee on Education and the Committee on Ways &
Means.

No. 397 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting a contract with
Excellus Health Plan for Stop Loss Coverage.  Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 398 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting a contract with
Excellus Health Plan for Administrative Services.  Referred to the Committee on Ways &
Means.

No. 399 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting a contract with
Benefit Resource, Inc., for Administration of a Health Reimbursement Account Plan.  Referred
to the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 400 – A communication was received from the Director of Emergency Services requesting
CAD purchase and server.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety and Emergency
Management and the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 401 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting transfer for CAD
purchase.  Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 402 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting bid award for
Sewer District Lime.  Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources and the Committee on
Ways & Means.
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No. 403 – A communication was received from the Herkimer County Sewer District requesting
approval of Sewer District Resolution.  Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources and the
Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 404 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting a
contract with Kids Oneida for Healthy Families Grant.  Referred to the Committee on Human
Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 405 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting
acceptance of grant for maternal child issues. Referred to the Committee on Human Resources
and the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 406 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting contract
and budget amendment for grant. Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the
Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 407 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting
acceptance of Emergency Preparedness Grant and budget amendment. Referred to the
Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 408 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting budget
amendment for Public Health.  Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 409 – A communication was received from the Herkimer County Clerk submitting letter
from Assistant County Attorney.  Placed on file.

No. 410 – A communication was received from the County Administrator requesting amendment
of Part Time Salary Schedule for 2018.  Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 411 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting resolution for
appointment of Information Services Director.  Referred to the Committee on Information
Services and the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 412 – A communication was received from the County Treasurer requesting resolution for
Independent County Audit.  Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means.

No. 413 – A communication was received from the County Treasurer requesting resolution for
Professional Cash Management Investment Consultation Services to Herkimer County.  Referred
to the Committee on Ways & Means.

Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Russell, Report and Resolution No. 256
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means approving contract for Third Party Claims was
brought forward from the table by voice vote:
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For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

Resolution No. 256 was then voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against: None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 257
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means adopting Introductory Local Law No. 2 of 2017
was handed up; voted on and adopted by a roll call vote:

For: Malta, Schrader, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman,
Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Weakley (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Russell, Report and Resolution No. 258
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means approving revised cancelled and rejected taxes
was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Campione, Report and Resolution No. 259
sponsored by the Committee on Natural Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means setting
Public Hearing for Assessment Roll was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 260
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means setting Public Hearing on 2018 Budget of
Herkimer County was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 261
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means authorizing copies of tentative budget was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:
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For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 262
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means authorize contracts for assessment services was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Smith, Report and Resolution No. 263
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means authorizing insurance coverages was handed up;
voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 264
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means authorizing County Auditor to process errors
was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 265
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means apportioning mortgage tax was handed up; voted
on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Schrader, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman,
Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Weakley (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 266
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
amending budget for grant in OFA was handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).
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On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 267
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means approving transfers of funds was handed up;
voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against: None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Campione, Report and Resolution No. 268
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means
awarding a contract for Meals on Wheels through OFA for Newport, Middleville and Ohio areas
was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 269
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means
awarding contract for Meals on Wheels through OFA for Old Forge area was handed up; voted
on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 270
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means
awarding contract for Meals on Wheels through OFA for Dolgeville and Little Falls areas was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against: None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 271
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means Approving HCCC resolution for roof
replacement and appropriating funding was handed up; voted on and adopted by a roll call vote:

For: Malta, Schrader, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman,
Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Weakley (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).
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On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 272
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means concerning Stop Loss Coverage for Health
Insurance was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 273
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means approving contract with Excellus Health Plan,
Inc. for Administrative Services was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

Chairman Peplinski asked that the Government Interns attending the meeting, stand and
state which school they were representing.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Malta, Report and Resolution No. 274
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means concerning services under Health
Reimbursement Account Plan was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 275
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on County Planning &
Development approving application to NACO for the Rural Impact Challenge was handed up;
voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 276
sponsored by the Public Safety & Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways &
Means approving utilization of grant funding and transfer of funds in Emergency Services was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).
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On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Manno, Report and Resolution No. 277
sponsored by the Committee on Natural Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means
awarding bid for chemical at Sewer District was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Campione, Report and Resolution No.
278 sponsored by the Committee on Natural Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means
approving Sewer District resolution for user rate increase was handed up; voted on and adopted
by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 279
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means
accepting grant and amending budget for hiring of consultant was handed up; voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 280
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means
approving contract with Kids Oneida, Inc. for Healthy Families Program was handed up; voted
on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 281
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways & Means
amending budget and authorizing contract for receipt of grant funds for Public Health
Emergency Preparedness was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).
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On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Malta, Report and Resolution No. 282
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means adopting Salary Schedules for the year 2018 was
handed up; voted on and adopted by a roll call vote:

For: Malta, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione,
Russell, Weakley (11).

Against: Schrader, Manno (2).

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 283
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means adjusting wages for hourly employees was
handed up; voted on and adopted by a roll call vote:

For: Malta, Schrader, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinksi, Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman,
Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Weakley (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Malta, Report and Resolution No. 284
sponsored by the Committee on Information Services and the Committee on Ways & Means
making appointment of Director of Information Services was handed up, discussion was held;
voted on and adopted by a roll call vote:

For: Malta, Schrader, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman,
Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Weakley (13).

Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

Kathy Wright expressed appreciation to the Legislature for the appointment and support.

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Smith, Report and Resolution No. 285
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means accepting proposal of D’Arcangelo & Co., LLP
to perform audit was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 286
sponsored by the Committee on Ways & Means approving contract with Three + One to provide
cash management and investment consultation services was handed up; voted on and adopted by
voice vote:
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For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Smith, Resolution No. 287 sponsored by the
Committee on Public Safety & Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways & Means
authorizing retention of counsel in connection with Eminent Domain proceedings was requested
by Legislator Russell as a roll call vote, handed up; voted on and adopted by a roll call vote:

For: Johnson, Keeler, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell,
Weakley (9).

Against: Malta, Schrader, Brezinski, Manno (4).

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Resolution No. 288 sponsored
by the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs in support of combining 2018 Federal
and State Primaries was handed up, discussion was held; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Malta, Resolution No. 289 sponsored by the
Committee on Ways & Means approving amendment to PILOT Agreement for Herkimer
Housing Associates was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Stephens, Shaw (4).

Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with
comments by legislators.  The following legislators made comments: Legislator Russell.

At 8:05 p.m. on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Malta, the Legislature adjourned
to Wednesday, December 13, 2017 at 7:30 p.m., with a public hearing on the Sewer District
Assessment Roll at 6:50 p.m., and a public hearing on the Proposed 2018 County Budget at 7:00
p.m.

Sally Deming, Clerk
Herkimer County Legislature












































































