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(PLEASE NOTE:  Full Resolutions are attached following minutes)   

   

MINUTES 

Herkimer County Legislature 

   Second Quarter – Fourth Day 

Wednesday, June 14, 2017 

7:30 p.m. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

 The Public Hearing on the County-Wide Shared Services Initiative as adopted in the 

2017-2018 New York State Budget was called to order at 6:15 p.m. by Bernard Peplinski, Sr., 

Chairman of the County Legislature.  The Clerk read the Notice.  One speaker was signed in to 

speak:  Joseph Belmont of Frankfort, New York, spoke on the publication of the Shared Services 

meetings and the reduction of the members of the County Legislature.  There were no other 

speakers and the hearing was declared closed at 6:18 p.m. 

 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that public hearings will be held on Wednesday, May 17, 

2017 at, Wednesday, June 14, 2017 at 6:15 p.m., and Wednesday, July 12, 2017, at 1:00 p.m. at 

the Legislature Chambers, County Office Building, 109 Mary Street, Herkimer, New York, 

regarding the County-Wide Shared Services Initiative as adopted in the 2017-2018 New York 

State Budget.  

Dated:  May 5, 2017.  

 

  The Regular Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by 

Chairman Bernard Peplinski at 7:37 p. m. 

 

 Chairman Peplinski called on Connie Fraiser, Herkimer County Dairy Princess, to lead 

the Legislature in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and 

present. 

 

 Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll: 

 

 Present:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, 

Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17). 

 

 Absent:  None.   

  

 Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if 

there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of May 17, 2017.   There were none, and 

the Chairman ordered them approved. 
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 Chairman Peplinski dispensed with the regular session to allow for the presentation of a 

proclamation. Chairman Peplinski then called on Legislator Frederick Shaw to present a 

proclamation.  Mr. Shaw read the proclamation which proclaimed “June as Dairy Month” in 

Herkimer County and introduced this year’s new Dairy Princess, Ellie Ainslie of West Winfield, 

Alternate Dairy Princess Hanna Franklin of Newport and Dairy Ambassadors Ashley Teachout 

of Richfield Springs, Katie Livingston of West Winfield and Emma Sorenson of VanHornesville. 

 Dairy Princess Ainslie thanked the Legislature for the proclamation and encouraged 

everyone to support the dairy industry in Herkimer County. 

 

 

Pursuant to Rule 11 Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. There were no 

comments.  

  

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the 

committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of 

the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication. There were no requests. 

 

No. 178 – A communication was received from Ellie Ainslie, 2016-2017 Herkimer County Dairy 

Princess expressing appreciation for the Legislature’s support of the promotion of Dairy farming 

in Herkimer County.  Placed on file. 

 

No. 179 – A communication was received from the County Treasurer submitting the Annual 

Financial Report for the year 2016.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 180 – A communication was received from the Sheriff submitting the 2016 Annual Report 

of the Office of the Herkimer County Sheriff.  Referred to the Committee on Public 

Safety/Emergency Management 

  

No. 181 – A communication was received from the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority 

submitting draft request for proposals for public review for a Source Separated Organics 

Processing Facility Project.  Placed on file. 

 

No. 182 – A communication was received from the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority 

submitting minutes and adopted resolutions from meeting of March 20, 2017.  Placed on file. 

  

No. 183 – A communication was received from the Sheriff requesting agreement for rental of 

boat dockage for 2017 boating season.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency 

Management and the Committee on Ways and Means. 
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No. 184 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting budget 

amendment in connection with funding for the Youth Bureau.  Referred to the Committee on 

Ways and Means. 

 

No. 185 – A communication was received from the Director of Emergency Services requesting 

acceptance of 2016 Interoperable Communications Grant. Referred to the Committee on Public 

Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 186 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging 

requesting extension of contract under Balance Incentive Caregiver Support Program.  Referred 

to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 187 – A communication was received from the Director of Community Services requesting 

increasing of certain agency contracts in connection with the receipt of additional funding.  

Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 188 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting amendment of 

budget in connection with additional funding for Mental Health Services.   Referred to the 

Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 189 – A communication was received from the Executive Director of the Herkimer County 

Chamber of Commerce submitting recommendation for appointment and reappointment of 

members to the Workforce Development Board.  Referred to the Committee on County Planning 

and Development. 

 

No. 190 – A communication was received from the Chairman of Legislature appointing Maureen 

Petrie to the Herkimer County Community Services Board.  Referred to the Committee on 

Human Resources. 

 

No. 191 – A communication was received from the County Administrator requesting approval 

for reimbursement of extradition costs to the Village of Herkimer.  Referred to the Committee on 

Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.   

 

No. 192 – A communication was received from the Employment & Training Director requesting 

approval for signature of Memorandum of Understanding for the Herkimer-Madison-Oneida 

Local Workforce Development area.  Referred to the Committee on County Planning and 

Development and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 193 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting agreements in 

connection with the Old Forge Shuttle Bus Program.  Referred to the Committee on County 

Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 194 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting budget 

amendment in connection with award of funding for Crime Victims Program in the District 

Attorney’s Office.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the 

Committee on Ways and Means.  
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No. 195 – A communication was received from the New York State Association of Counties 

acknowledging receipt of copy of Herkimer County Resolution No. 132.  Placed on file. 

 

No. 196 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for 

transfer of funds in Department of Social Services.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and 

Means. 

 

No. 197 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for 

transfer of funds for the Sheriff’s Department.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 198 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer  submitting request for 

transfer in Employment and Training Administration Budget.  Referred to the Committee on 

Ways and Means. 

 

No. 199 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting amendment of 

part-time hourly salary schedule for 2017.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 200 – A communication was received from the Executive Director of the Herkimer County 

Youth Bureau requesting a contract in connection with Youth Violence Prevention Committee.  

Referred to the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways 

and Means. 

 

No. 201 – A communication was received from the Herkimer County IDA concerning the 

Tractor Supply Company Project in the Frankfort 5S South Business Park.  Placed on file. 

 

No. 202 – A communication was received from the Commissioner of Social Services requesting 

a staffing change.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways 

and Means.   

 

No. 203 – A communication was received from the Commissioners of Elections requesting 

HAVA Shoebox Contract Extension.  Referred to the Committee on Administration/Veterans 

Affairs and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 204 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting amendment of 

county copier contract to add one additional copier.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and 

Means. 

 

No. 205 – A communication was received from the Executive Director of the Youth Bureau 

requesting contract with Catholic Charities for the provision of the Runaway and Homeless 

Youth Program.  Referred to the Committee on County Planning and Development and the 

Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 206 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting budget 

amendment in connection with Rural Health Network funding.  Referred to the Committee on 

Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means. 
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No. 207 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting recommendation 

for award of bid for parking lot improvements at the 911 Communications Center.  Referred to 

the Committees on County Properties, Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and 

the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 208 – A communication was received from Assemblyman Butler acknowledging receipt of 

Resolution No. 132 supporting creation of joint police department in the Towns of Webb and 

Inlet.  Placed on file.  

 

No. 209 – A communication was received from the State Commissioner of Agriculture and 

Markets certifying inclusion of land in agricultural districts under the 2017 Open Enrollment 

Period.  Placed on file. 

 

No. 210 – A communication was received from the Employment and Training Director 

requesting a contract with BOCES for a summer youth program.  Referred to the Committee on 

County Planning and Development, the Committee on Ways and Means and the Committee on 

Human Resources. 

 

No. 211 – A communication was received from Kids Oneida submitting the 2016 Annual Report.  

Placed on file. 

 

No. 212 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting budget requesting 

budget amendment in connection with TANF Summer Youth funds.  Referred to the Committee 

on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 213 – A communication was received from Robert Grose submitting resignation as alternate 

for Herkimer County on the Adirondack Park Local Government Review Board.  Referred to the 

Committee on Natural Resources. 

 

No. 214 – A communication was received from James Entwistle advising of safety concern on 

corner of McKoons Raod and Route 28 in the Town of Columbia.  Referred to the Committee on 

Highways. 

 

No. 215 – A communication was received from the County Property Agent advising of results of 

recent county land auction.  Referred to the Committee on County Properties. 

 

No. 216 – A communication was received from Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority 

submitting draft requests for proposals for public review for use of excess heat from landfill gas 

to energy facility at Regional Landfill.  Placed on file. 

 

No. 217 – A communication was received from the United Public Service Employees Union 

advising of ratification of Memorandum of Understanding between employees of Herkimer 

County Sheriff’s Department, represented by the UPSEU and the County of Herkimer.  Referred 

to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
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 Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing 

Committees.  Legislator Vincent J. Bono, Chairman of the Committee on County Planning and 

Development, gave an update on the progress in the Route 5S South Business Park in relation to 

the Tractor Supply Distribution Center Project.  He stated that the IDA opened bids for rerouting 

water and sewer lines and the bid went to JBS Dirt Co. of Canastota, adding that work will start 

in a couple of weeks.  He also stated that the Town of Frankfort had met to amend work on the 

entrance to the business park to change to one entrance into the park with possibly a traffic light 

installed.    Patrick Russell, Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, stated he is a 

member of the Herkimer Tobacco Asset Securitization Corporation and that they have recently 

received a check for excess funds in the amount of $45,000. 

 

 On motion of  Mr. Ackerman, seconded by  Mr. Johnson, the following Consent Agenda 

was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:  Ayes (17).   Against:  None. 

 

 Absent:  None. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

133 PUB. SFTY./EMER. MGMT.:  Approving Annual Report of Sheriff   

134 WAYS & MEANS:  Adopting Annual Financial Report of County Treasurer  

135 WAYS & MEANS:  Authorizing Transfers of funds in 2017  

 

 Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda. 

  

 On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 136 

sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means amending budget in connection with funding 

for Youth Violence Prevention Program was handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice 

vote:   

 

 For:   Ayes (17). 

  

 Against:  None  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of  Mr. Malta, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 137 

sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways 

and Means authorizing contract for Runaway and Homeless Youth Program in 2017 was handed 

up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

  

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None.  

 

  On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Campione, Report and Resolution No. 138 

sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on 
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Ways and Means approving boat housing contract was handed up;  voted on and adopted by 

voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 139 

sponsored by the Committee on County Properties, the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency 

Management and the Committee on Ways and Means awarding bid for parking lot improvements 

at 911 Communications Center was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:  Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None.  

 

 On motion of  Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 140 

sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means 

amending Resolution No. 94 of 2017 approving budget amendment for Herkimer County 

HealthNet, Inc. was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:  Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None.  

  

 On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 141 

sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means  amending Resolution No. 93 of 2015 

awarding bid for photocopier service for departments of the County was handed up; voted on and 

adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:  Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

  

 On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 142 

sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means 

amending contracts and amending budget for Herkimer County Mental Health Services was 

handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent: None.  

 

 On motion of  Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Smith, Report and Resolution No. 143 

sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means amending budget in connection with receipt of 

TANF Summer Youth Funds was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 
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 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent: None.  

 

 On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Markwardt, Report and Resolution No. 144 

sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways 

and Means authorizing execution of Local Workforce Development Board and System Partners 

Service Delivery Memorandum of Understanding was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice 

vote:  

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Brezinski, seconded by Mr. Campione, Report and Resolution No. 145 

sponsored by the Committee on Administration/Veterans Affairs and the Committee on Ways 

and Means amending Resolution No. 112 extending contract for grant for Board of Elections was 

handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 146 

sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways 

and Means authorizing contract with Motivational Media Assemblies for Motivational Program 

for schools throughout Herkimer County was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None.    

 

 On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by  Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 147 

sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means for 

staffing change in Herkimer County Department of Social Services was handed up; was voted on 

and adopted by roll call vote: 

 

 For:    Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, 

Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Malta, Report and Resolution No. 148 

sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means amending Resolution No. 278 of 2016 

adjusting wages for hourly employees was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote: 
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 For:    Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, 

Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of  Mr. Schrader, seconded by  Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 149 

sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development concerning membership on 

the Workforce Development Board was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of  Mr. Markwardt, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 150 

sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on 

Ways and Means authorizing contracts and amending budget in connection with Crime Victim 

Services Grant for District Attorney’s Office was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice 

vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Keeler, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 151 

sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on 

Ways and Means authorizing extradition reimbursement to the Village of Herkimer was handed 

up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 152 

sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means 

amending Resolution No. 76 of 2016 authorizing agreement in connection with Balance 

Incentive Program – Caregiver Support Program was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice 

vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of  Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 153 

sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways 
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and Means authorizing contracts and amending budget in connection with the Old Forge 

Circulator Shuttle Program was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 154 

sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on 

Ways and Means in connection with receipt of New York State Office of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Services 2016 Statewide Interoperable Communications Grant was handed up; voted 

on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Malta, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 155 

sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development, the Committee on Human 

Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means authorizing agreement with Herkimer-Fulton-

Hamilton-Otsego BOCES for services for a 2017 TANF Summer Youth Employment 

Academic/Work Experience Program, was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 156 

sponsored by the Committee on County Properties approving sale of county owned tax acquired 

land was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote: 

 

 For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, 

Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 157 

sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means ratifying agreement between the County of 

Herkimer and Employees of the Herkimer County Sheriff’s Department represented by the 

United Public Service Employees Union was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote: 

 

 For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, 

Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 
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 On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by  Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 158 

sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on 

Ways and Means setting date for Public Hearing on Introductory Local Law No. 1 for 2017 was 

handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 

 Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with 

comments by legislators.   

  

 

 

 At 7:58 on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Wellington, the Legislature adjourned 

to Wednesday, July 12, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.  A public hearing on the County-Wide Shared Services 

Initiative will be held at 1:00 p.m. and a public hearing on Introductory Local Law No. 1 for 

2017 will be held at 1:15 p.m. 

 

 

       Carole LaLonde, Clerk 
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