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(PLEASE NOTE:  Full Resolutions are attached following minutes)

MINUTES
Herkimer County Legislature

First Quarter – Fourth Day
Wednesday, March 15, 2017

7:30 p.m.

The Regular Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by
Chairman Bernard Peplinski at 7:30 p. m.

Chairman Peplinski called on Steven Billings, Personnel Officer, to lead the Legislature
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and
present.

Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll:

Present: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno,
Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Weakley (13).

Absent:  Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if
there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of February 15, 2017. There were none,
and the Chairman ordered them approved.

Pursuant to Rule 11, Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. There
were no requests.

Chairman Peplinski expressed appreciation and gave recognition to the County Highway
Department, Office and Emergency Services, Sheriff’s Department, emergency responders, local
police and fire departments and the County Administrator for their outstanding efforts and
assistance during the recent record setting snow event of the past two days.

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the
committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of
the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication.

No. 78 – A communication was received from the County Auditor submitting report of corrected
tax applications for January.  Placed on file.

No. 79 – A communication was received from Reality Check Youth Leaders submitting
highlights of projects.  Placed on file.
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No. 80 – A communication was received from NYSAC acknowledging receipt of Herkimer
County Resolution No. 57.  Placed on file.

No. 81 – A communication was received from the Herkimer County Historical Society
expressing appreciation for the county’s allocation.  Placed on file.

No. 82 – A communication was received from ProAct submitting Prescription Discount Card
Utilization Report.  Placed on file.

No. 83 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for
participation in Clean Energy Communities Program.  Referred to the Committee on County
Properties.

No. 84 – A communication was received from the Sheriff requesting renewal of contract for food
services with State Dept. of Corrections Office of Nutritional Services.  Referred to the
Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 85 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting staffing
change.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and
Means.

No. 86 – A communication was received from the Sheriff requesting additional registered nurse
position at Jail.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 87 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for transfer
of funds in 2016 Budget.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee
on Ways and Means.

No. 88 – A communication was received from the Commissioners of Elections requesting
contracts with school districts for use of voting machines in upcoming school elections.
Referred to the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on Ways and
Means.

No. 89 – Two communications were received from the Budget Officer submitting requests for
transfers of funds.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 90 – A communication was received from the Director of Community Services requesting
increase in hourly rates for consultants and reimbursement of malpractice insurance for
psychiatric services at Jail.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee
on Ways and Means.

No. 91 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting recommendation
for award of bids for truck-tractor for County Highway Department.  Referred to the Committee
on Highways.
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No. 92 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer recommending purchase of
cyber insurance for the County.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 93 – A communication was received from the Director of Emergency Services requesting
additional expenditure of funds in connection with McCauley Mountain Communications Tower.
Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means.

No. 94 – A communication was received from the Director of Emergency Services requesting
purchase of new 911 Phone System.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency
Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 95 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer recommending appropriation
of funds in connection with funding for new 911 Phone System.  Referred to the Committee on
Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 96 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting changes to
Herkimer County Drug & Alcohol Testing Policy.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

No. 97 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting changes to the
Herkimer County Workplace Violence Prevention Program.  Referred to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

No. 98 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting application for
funding for Old Forge Shuttle Bus Project.  Referred to the Committee on County Planning and
Development and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 99 – A communication was received from Assemblyman Butler acknowledging receipt of
County Resolution No. 17.   Placed on file.

No. 100 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting contract renewals under EISEP Program.  Referred to the Committee on Human
Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 101 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting renewal of contract with Catholic Charities for HIICAP Program.  Referred to the
Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 102 – A communication was received from the Commissioner of Social Services requesting
extension of contract with Kids Oneida for provision of behavioral health services.  Referred to
the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.



4

No. 103 – Two communications were received from the Chairman of the Legislature making
appointment of legislative and landowner representatives to Regional Fish and Wildlife
Management Board.  Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources.

No. 104 – A communication was received from the Director of Probation requesting resolution
in opposition to Governor’s proposal to raise the age of criminal responsibility.  Referred to the
Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Administration/Veterans’ Affairs.

No. 105 – A communication was received from the County Attorney requesting authorization for
appraisal in connection with proposed jail site.  Referred to the Committee on Public
Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing
Committees. There were no reports.

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Johnson, the following Consent Agenda
was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

Consent Agenda:
60 NAT. RESOURCES:  Confirming legislative appointment to Regional Fish

and Wildlife Management Board
61 NAT. RESOURCES:  Confirming landowner representative appointment to

Regional Fish and Wildlife Management Board
62 WAYS & MEANS:  Transferring funds

Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda.

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 63
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means authorizing transfers of funds in 2016 Budget
was handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 64
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
concerning services in connection with Expanded In-Home Services for the Elderly Program was
handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).
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Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Markwardt, Report and Resolution No. 65
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
increasing payment to contractors of Mental Health Services was handed up; voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Campione, Report and Resolution No. 66
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
authorizing reimbursement for professional liability insurance to mental health consultant was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Schrader, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 67
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means amending Resolution No. 201 of 2007, as
amended, adopting Herkimer County Workplace Prevention Policy and Program was handed up;
voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Markwardt, Report and Resolution No. 68
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means authorizing changes to Herkimer County Drug
& Alcohol Testing Policy was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent:  Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Campione, Report and Resolution No. 69
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means amending Resolution No. 277 of 2016
authorizing insurance coverages was handed up; was voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).
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On motion of Mr. Weakley, seconded by Mr. Malta, Report and Resolution No. 70
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways
and Means in connection with application for funding for Herkimer County Rural Transit-Old
Forge Circulator Shuttle Project was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Markwardt, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 71
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
authorizing extension of contract for co-location/collaboration of Behavioral Health and Child
Protective Services was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  All ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 72
sponsored by the Committee on Highways rejecting bids and awarding bid for Truck-Tractor
Cab and Chassis for Herkimer County Highway Department was handed up; voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 73
sponsored by the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on Ways
and Means authorizing use of voting machines and equipment for school districts was handed up;
voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 74
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means authorizing renewal of contract for sale of food products between State Dept.
of Correctional Services and the County was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).
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On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 75
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means authorizing contract for provision of new 911 Phone System and appropriating
funds was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Bono,
Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Weakley (13).

Against: None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 76
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means amending contract for professional services in connection with McCauley
Mountain Communications Tower was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13)

Against: None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Schrader, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 77
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Administration/Veterans’ Affairs opposing Governor’s 2017 Proposal for Raising the Age of
Criminal Responsibility was handed up; discussion was held; was voted on and adopted by voice
vote:

For: Ayes (13).

Against: None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 78
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means authorizing appraisal of Former P & C Site in the Village and Town of
Herkimer was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13).

Against: None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Markwardt, Report and Resolution No. 79
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means and the Committee on Public
Safety/Emergency Management amending Salary Schedule No. II was handed up; voted on and
adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Bono,
Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Weakley (13).
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Against: None. Absent:  Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Markwardt, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 80
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means and the Committee on Human Resources
amending Salary Schedule No. III was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Bono,
Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Weakley (13).

Against: None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 81
sponsored by Committee on County Planning and Development and Committee on Ways and
Means extending Safe Harbor Grant for Herkimer County Youth Bureau as handed up; voted on
and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent:  Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 82
sponsored by the Committee on Administration/Veterans Affairs and the Committee on Ways
and Means authorizing Home Rule Request was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Wellington, Report and Resolution No. 83
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means amending Resolution No. 93 of 2016
determining officers and employees of Herkimer County required to file financial disclosure
forms was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).

Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with
comments by legislators. There were no comments.

At 7:50 p.m. on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Wellington, the Legislature
adjourned to Wednesday, April 5, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.

Carole LaLonde, Clerk




























































