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Stroke Often Changes Personality

Of all the areas of life that

stroke affects, its impact on the
survivor’s personality may be

the most difficult for family and
friends to understand and get

used to. Emotional changes are
typical after any type of stroke.
Depression is very common

after any life-changing health
challenge, especially if it results in
a loss of independence. Although
depression is the most common
emotional change after stroke, other
psychological or mental changes
can make the survivor feel upset or
frustrated.

Cognitive Challenges

Cognitive deficits are changes in
thinking, such as having trouble
solving problems. This also
includes dementia and memory
problems, as well as many kinds
of communication challenges.

Expect to repeat things and
remind your survivor of things
over and over.

Some survivors have the
tendency to get things out of
sequence (when asked to get
dressed the survivor might put
on his shoes, then try to put on
his socks) or to misunderstand or
confuse information.

Stroke survivors may mix up the
details about an event. They might
think someone had visited in the
morning rather than at night.

Communication
in all its forms often
changes after a
stroke. In addition
to communication
problems like
aphasia, a
condition affecting
the ability to
understand
language,
communication
deficits may include
decreased attention,
and the inability to
inhibit behavior that
is not appropriate
for the situation.

Some survivors lose the
ability to read or relate to
people, for instance, they can’t
understand the emotional
meaning of a message or
understand body language. Some
have a deficit where the person is
unable to stop himself from doing
things. Survivors with this deficit
can’t seem to “put the brakes on,”
for instance, they can’t get off a
specific topic during conversation.
This can be extremely difficult for
family members.

Problem-solving ability is
sometimes affected. Survivors
sometimes think they can do
things safely that they actually
can’t do, like getting up and
walking or driving. They fail to
think before they act. '
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Rehabilitation

Cognitive rehabilitation helps stroke survivors learn
to think in sequence again or provides new behavior
to overcome this problem. It is usually provided

by speech therapists. Neuropsychologists and
occupational therapists can also help with cognitive
rehab. There are computer software programs
available to help survivors regain skills, but check
with a therapist before making a purchase.

Personality Changes

Some stroke survivors don’t seem to care about

anything which is called apathy. It is easy to mistake

apathy for depression because the person is content to sit and stare at the
wall all day.

With apathy, the person seems not to have emotions or to care about
anything. People with apathy are not motivated or interested in things. They
are generally satisfied and content with doing nothing.

Depression, on the other hand, is an emotion in which the person feels sad
and often discouraged, hopeless about the future, perhaps even says he wants
to kill himself. The person does not feel content or satisfied. '

Whether apathetic or depressed, the best response is to get your survivor
active and moving. Give her a choice of what to do or where to go, but make it
clear she must choose to do something. Lying in bed all day or staying in her
pajamas is not an option.

Neglect

Some stroke survivors may experience what is called neglect. Neglect is a
disorder in which the stroke survivor does not pay attention to or notice
things on one side of the body. Neglect can range from someone who doesn’t
recognize paralyzed limbs as his own to someone who ignores food on one side
of the plate, or words on one side of the page. Note, driving is extremely
dangerous for anyone with neglect.

Family members can help survivors who have neglect by encouraging them
to pay attention to the neglected side. Talking to them from that side helps
them to focus and concentrate on that side.

Impulsiveness

Another personality change that occurs after stroke is impulsiveness.
Survivors with this disorder don’t think ahead. They may move too quickly or
try to drive when they have neglect.

NOTE: There is no way to predict what deficits (losses) a stroke survivor
will be left with, how severe those deficits will be, or how long they will
last. Most doctors claim that whatever the survivor has regained in the
first six months to a year is what he or she will be left with forever.
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Screenings for Memory Concerns
Now Available
at the Herkimer County Office for the Aging

Changes in memory are most often a normal part of aging
and can be worrisome. Are you 60 years of age or older
with questions about your memory?

If you have questions about your or a loved one’s memory and live in Herkimer
County, the Office for the Aging is now offering screenings for memory
concerns. Individuals can be connected to health care professions for a full
evaluation and appropriate treatment.

For more information
please call the Office for the Aging at
(315) 867-1121.
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Here’s a tool to help you remember what to look for, so
you can call emergency assistance. Think FAST, act FAST:
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Caregiving in
The Comfort of Home®
Our Purpose

To provide caregivers with critical
information enabling them to do their job
with confidence, pride, and competence.

Ordering_ Info Facial droop
FC'°"‘ the publishers o Look at the smile; have person show his teeth. Does the face look
m“geg)‘:;’}agr’;’o f Home* lopsided? If the face droops on one side, this could be a stroke.

Caregiver Series Arm weakness

This could be subtle. The person could drop things, be unable to
hold arms extended in front without one arm “drifting” down. In
more severe cases, there may be inability to move the arm at all.

Spe_ech
Have the person repeat “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.” The

speech should be clear. If slurred, garbled or abnormal in any way,
or if the person is unable to speak at all, this could be a stroke.
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Comments and suggestions welcome.
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Al rights reserved. Reproduction of any
component of this publication is forbidden
without a license from the publisher.

Some content in this publication is excerpted
from The Comfort of Home: Caregivers Series.
it is for informational use and not health advice.
it is not meant to replace medical care but to
supplement it. The publisher assumes no liabil-
ity with respect to the accuracy, completeness
or application of information presented or the
reader’s misunderstanding of the text.

Time

Note the time the changes started. This is very important when
determining what emergency treatment is given at the hospital.
.
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